READING TOGETHER

Children need books. They need to read to you and you need to read to them.

Together you can have fun and achieve a lot.

Stamfordham First School hopes to help you successfully support your child in the early stages of reading. The aim is to give general advice that can be used in close co-operation with the school.

The following are suggestions and guidelines – not rules!

FIRST BOOKS/BOOKS WITHOUT TEXT

These are important. They enable your child to:
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· Get used to handling and caring for books

· Start at the beginning and turn the pages

· Develop skills of observation and prediction

· Discuss with you what is happening in the pictures

STARTING TO READ/SIMPLE TEXT

· Let your child look through the book first and enjoy the illustrations. Get an idea of the story before approaching the text.

· Encourage them to use the clues in the pictures
· Do not expect your child to read every word. Aim to get the gist of the story.

· Be enthusiastic

· Keep calm. Choose a time and a place that suits both you and your child. If things get fraught leave it.

· Give positive comments all the way through the reading

· Discuss the story and talk about the meaning of new words.

READING RECORD BOOK

· A reading record book will be sent home with your child’s reading book. It should be completed each time your child reads. It enables information about your child’s reading to be shared between you and the teacher.

· Write honest but positive comments e.g.

	Book
	Date
	Comment

	Book without text
	
	Teacher: good; loved the humour. Discussed pictures with great understanding

Parent: Turned the pages with confidence, she loved the funny pictures.

	Kippers Birthday
	
	Teacher: Pg 4-12, well tried, a great effort

Parent: Read well – no problems

	The Very Hungry Caterpilar
	
	Teacher: Pg 12-20 well tried, lots of new words to learn

Parent: Some problems with new words, but tried hard.

	Ben and Lad
	
	Teacher: Good attempt at words, read to page 9

Parent: She found this very difficult but tried hard to sound out new words


READING TOGETHER

SECRETS OF SUCCESS

READING COUNTS
· Enjoy visiting the library

· Read not only stories but anything of interest e.g. signs, comics, labels

ENJOYABLE SHARED EXPERIENCE
· Be enthusiastic

· Have fun

· Do not hurry

· Stay calm
PRAISE

· Give lots of praise little and often. This gives encouragement and builds self-esteem

USE ILLUSTRATIONS

· Pictures speak volumes and they also give clues to the text.

KEEP IN TOUCH

· Remember you and the teacher are working together

· Never be afraid to ask 
