
 
 

 
 
 

 
7th November 2014 Newsletter  

Staffing update 

Mrs Smith and Mrs Elliott have been welcomed by the children and families of Pre‐School and some great teaching 
and learning has been taking place.  Children have been learning all about hedgehogs; please be very quiet if you go 
into Pre‐School  as Poppy, the resident hedgehog,  may be sleeping! 

  There will be a public meeting on Wednesday 12th November at 7pm in the school hall to outline the long 
term plans for Pre‐School.  Everyone is welcome. 
 

New starters 
We welcome Kayla to our school, who has moved from SeleFirst School in Hexham.  She seems to have settled very 
well and already knows some of the children.  Please make her and her family feel welcome.  There was a lovely 

photograph in the Hexham Courant of Mrs Blythe, Mrs Phillips and the Reception children; Hayden, Katie, Kayleigh, 
Logan, Max, Megan, Ruby and Tristan. 
 

Spooky Disco 

This was a huge success with over 50 children attending, including a few from Newbrough School.  There were some 
amazing costumes, including parents and all the children had great fun.  The winners of the fancy dress were Scott 
Dodds and Naomi Christopher; the best pumpkins were made by  Rowan and Alana Parker‐Pessara and Karis 

Thompson.  Congratulations to them all!  The total money raised was £75 and the Friends Committee would like to 
express their thanks to all the parents who helped on the night.  This, together with other funds raised, has been 
used to purchase £200 of new Big Cat books for individual readers.  The school is very grateful to the PTA for this 

donation and we hope your children are enjoying reading the new books. 
 
Fireworks event 

This was very well supported and enjoyed by the community.  Thanks to the Playing Fields Committee for the 
wonderful entertainment and the Friends of Humshaugh First School for providing refreshments.  Many parents 
have expressed their thanks to Mr Davison for assisting on the evening. 

 
Friends AGM 
This was held on Thursday 6th November.  The new committee members were voted in as follows: 

  Chair – Louise Armatage   
Treasurer – Gwyn Stephenson 
Secretary – Liane Atkin 

All parents of children in school are automatically members of the PTA. 
 
Christmas Market 

Louise Armatage is organising this event, which will be held in the village hall on Saturday 22nd November from 12‐
4pm.  Pre‐School will donate a hamper as a raffle prize and there will be various local traders.  Profits from this event 
will be used toward the costs for the performance of ‘Wind in the Willows’ at the Queen’s Hall in December.  Please 

support this fantastic community event. 
 
Christmas Soup and Sing‐a‐long 

On Thursday 4th December children will entertain members of our village with some traditional carols and other 
festive songs, which Mrs Long is busy practising with the children.  All children will be involved in making the soup 



and mince pies.  If you know of anyone who needs transport to attend, please ask them to contact Louise Armatage 
on 689438.  The Friends Committee would like to thank Diane Harding of the Crown Inn for her generous donation of 

£50 towards PTA funds. 
 
Operation Christmas Child 

Children will learn about the role of Samaritan’s Purse in Collective Worship this week.  We would like to invite your 
child to make a shoebox to send to a vulnerable child in Romania or other Eastern European country.  Hazel Holliday, 
regional co‐ordinator for Samaritan’s Purse will visit school on Thursday 13th November to talk to the children in 

Collective Worship about Operation Christmas Child and why it is important.  Shoeboxes should be brought into 
school by Friday 14th November.   
 

Lunch and After School Club money 
Mrs Rowcroft has asked if parents could ensure all money is placed in a named container or sealed envelope.   
 

Bingo 
Friends of Newbrough Primary School would like to invite you for ‘eyes down’ at 6pm on Friday 14th November.  This 
is an event for families and there will be a raffle with small prizes on offer. 

  
Other dates for your diary.   
Monday 1st December: Christingle in St Peter’s Church, 2‐3pm. 

Thursday 11th December:  Christmas lunch at Newbrough Primary School for Pre‐School and school children. 
Monday 15th December:  Pre‐School Christmas party. 

Tuesday 16th December: Visit to ‘Wind in the Willows’ at 10am, Queen’s Hall Hexham. 
Wednesday 17th or Thursday 18th December: School Christmas party.  Date tbc, depending on Santa’s availability! 
Friday 19th December: Carol Service at 9.15am.  Break up for Christmas. 

Monday 5th January 2015: INSET Day 
Tuesday 6th January: Children return for start of Spring term. 
 

Kind regards, 
Cath Newson  (Headteacher) 

 

A poppy field in Corbridge, UK. 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Getty Images 

"They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.    
At the going down of the sun and in the morning, We will remember them." 

Laurence Binyon, For The Fallen 



 


